learn to undertake certain movements and show a certain improvement, but nobody had yet shown that recovery had occurred. If it could be shown that myatonia congenita did come on suddenly and did recover completely, then he would admit that myatonia congenita might be looked on as an entity, but until this had been done he should regard the cases described under that title as a group of the myopathies. Simple cases of loss of tone in rickety children might be plassified as myatonia congenita. Such cases might and probably would recover. In reply to Dr. Ewart, he said that Holmes and Wilson had shown that the changes in the muscles in a case of myatonia congenita were exactly similar to those in myopathy, and that there was no change in the spinal cord.
Syphilitic Osteitis of the Femur. Boy, aged 7 years. Twenty-two months ago he was struck on the left thigh by a large stone. He was not confined to bed by the accident, and remained well until three months ago, when the thigh began to swell. He was then noticed to limp in walking. There is a diffuse bony swelling of the left femur, involving the whole length of the shaft, but most marked at the junctions of its upper and middle thirds. The surface of the bone is smooth, and the muscles are not involved. No other bones are affected. The boy shows no other signs of congenital syphilis. He is the fourth child out of seven, of whom the two eldest died at twenty-four hours and three weeks respectively. The father had syphilis twenty years ago. He says he was treated with three mercurial pills daily for six months, and then with a solution of mercury for more than a year subsequently. The skiagram (see p. 104) shows diffuse osteitis of the whole shaft and neck of the femur. DISCUSSION. Mr. KELLOCK said that the case was a valuable one, because it illustrated two important points. The condition had occurred subsequent to a definite injury, and was apparently the first manifestation of congenital syphilis. It had become more and more frequent to see children who at rather a late age showed the first signs of congenital syphilis. He The PRESIDENT said that Mr. Heath had stated that there was no other sign of congenital syphilis. He wished to know whether the child's first molar teeth were perfectly normal, and also whether the past history of the child in infancy was at all suggestive of congenital syphilis.
Mr. HEATH, in reply, confessed that he had rather vague ideas as to the characteristics of the effect of syphilis upon the molar teeth. He understood that the child was delicate in infancy. The mother denied that he " snuffled," but that was rather a difficult poilnt, as she was a Spaniard, and talked very little English. He believed she herself had had syphilis. The first two children died immediately after birth, the third was alive. The patient was the fourth. He had not had the opportunity of testing the Wassermann reaction in the mother.
Deformity of the Cervical Spine.
By P. MAYNARD HEATH, M. S. GIRL, aged 2-years. The mother had noticed a lump in the back of the neck for five months. The child carries her head forward rather stiffly, but there is no real rigidity of the cervical spine. In the region of the sixth and seventh cervical spinous processes is a bony prominence. It is about 1 in. long and I in. broad. At the inner end it is attached to the spinous processes, and from these is directed downwards and outwards, in the deeper fibres of the trapezius muscle, towards the upper angle of the scapula. The outer end is unattached, and no band between it and the scapula can be felt. The scapula is not deformed, and is not elevated above its normal position. No other bony swellings can be felt.
Mr. KELLOCK said that there was a possibility that the mass of bone was the result of an injury at birth, an ossification in or around the spot where some muscle fibre had been dragged away from the spine. He understood that there was some difficulty at the birth of the child, and that the mother had to have an anesthetic. No injury to the child, however, was noted. He thought the right treatment would be an expectant one-that the case should be left alone and watched.
